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Women & Children�s Hospital of Buffalo of�cially launched 
Stone�s Buddies, a program that provides a network of resources, 

support, friendship and fun for chronically ill children and 
their families in September 2005. 

Created in memory of former WCHOB patient Stone Filipovich 
and his inspiring spirit as he battled a brain tumor, Stone�s Buddies 

welcomes new members with a backpack �lled with special items
 to help families cope with hospitalization. Membership is free-of-charge, and 
those who participate are given the opportunity to learn and draw strength from one

another while celebrating the joys of living through specially arranged activities, events, correspondences 
and friendships and a new planned resource center.

Although Stone�s life ended shortly after his fourth birthday in 2004, his inspiring spirit will continue to make 

an impact through Stone�s Buddies by reminding others like him that they are not alone. l

For more information about Stone’s Buddies, 
go to www.wchob.org/stone or call (716) 881-8230. 
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New WCHOB program 
signs up �rst members

A new interactive game and computer room for patients called the Lion�s Den 
was of�cially opened at Women & Children�s Hospital of Buffalo in August 2005. 

The Lion�s Den, only the second of its kind in the country, is designed to be a place 
for children to �nd relief from the stress of having a serious illness or injury while they 
are in the hospital. The room features four Xbox game systems, personal computers 
with Internet access and a privacy pod with a web camera and monitor for video 
conferencing with friends and family who may be unable to visit. 

Buffalo Sabres alumni Captain Pat LaFontaine, Sabres owner Tom Golisano and 
several team members were present at the opening, continuing the team�s legacy 
of support for WCHOB. LaFontaine and his Companions in Courage Foundation 
were major contributors to the $300,000 necessary to build the Lion�s Den, including 
funds raised during the 2004 Companions in Courage celebrity hockey tournament. 
Golisano and his wife Heather, as well as the entire Sabres organization, were also 
signi�cant donors. l

Lion�s Den opens at WCHOB



Pictured: John Schneck (seated left) and 
Matthew Gyzl (seated right) sign up as the 
�rst of�cial members of Stone�s Buddies, 
while Stone�s parents Roberta Ritchie and 
Mark Filipovich and Stone�s brother Zane 
look on. 

Pictured right:Long-time hospital patient Johnny Schneck 
meets Buffalo Bills football hero Coy Wire.

Pictured: Chief of 
Neurosurgery, 
Veetai Li, M.D., speaks 
about the importance 
of Stone�s Buddies and 
how it will affect the 
patients and their families.

Michael and Charlene Ruiz hosted a spectacular, star-studded black-tie event at 
Shanghai Red�s Restaurant in September to show their appreciation for the care their 
son Matthew received in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Women & Children�s 
Hospital of Buffalo.

Matthew was born two-and-a-half months premature with a congenital birth defect 
called Diaphragmatic Hernia, a condition that occurs in one out of approximately every 
2,500 births. 

The event, A September to Remember, featured local celebrity Kevin O�Connell of 
WGRZ-TV as Master of Ceremonies. Brian Moorman, Buffalo Bills Punter and the NFL�s 
2005 Humanitarian of the Year served as honorary chair and Buffalo Sabres alumni 
captain Danny Gare was the live auctioneer. Special appearances were made by 
Buffalo Bills Mark Campbell and Rian Lindell and other Buffalo Sabres Alumni.

Proceeds bene�ted the Variety Club Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU). l

A special �thank you� for 
exceptional care bene�ts NICU

Lion�s Den

Pictured: The Lion�s Den is a welcome haven 
for patients of all ages.

Pictured: The of�cial Lion�s Den ribbon 
cutting - John Luther, Tom and Heather 
Golisano, Pat LaFontaine, a hospital patient, 
Michael Allen and Darryl Shannon of the 
Sabres Alumni Association.

Pictured: Buffalo Bills Punter Brian Moorman with Charlene, Matthew and Michael Ruiz.
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Pictured: Janet Snyder from the 
KISS 98.5 morning team and her 
morning airtime partners, The 
Wease and Nicholas Picholas, 
remember Stone.

Chief of 

Veetai Li, M.D., speaks 
about the importance 
of Stone�s Buddies and 
how it will affect the 
patients and their families.

Pictured:: Janet Snyder from the 
KISS 98.5 morning team and her 
morning airtime partners, The 
Wease and Nicholas Picholas, 
remember Stone.



The Al�ero Family Helipad, located six stories high on top of the Al�ero Pediatric 
Intensive Care Unit at Women & Children�s Hospital of Buffalo, was of�cially opened 
on November 14 and is bringing hope to new heights for critically ill or injured 
children in need of immediate care.

Prior to having a helipad, critically sick and injured patients requiring helicopter 
transport to Women & Children�s were �rst �own to Erie County Medical Center 
and then transferred to an ambulance that completed the journey.

�The helipad is clearly bene�cial to critically ill or injured patients we receive who 
are the most at-risk and, therefore, can least afford any delays in receiving emergent 
care,� said Kathleen Lillis, M.D., attending Emergency Department physician at 
Women & Children�s.

Sal H. Al�ero and family generously donated the funds necessary to construct 
the helipad. Mr. Al�ero is a long-time community leader, supporter of the hospital 
and successful businessman who is the founder and former chairman of

Mark IV Industries. l

Raising hope to greater heights
NEW HELIPAD OPENS
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Pictured: Kathy Lillis, M.D., and the Mercy 
Flight team.

Pictured: Sal and Jeanne Al�ero with former 
Kaleida Health CEO William D. McGuire.

Pictured: Sal Al�ero formally dedicates Helipad.

Pictured: The inaugural �ight.
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Pictured: Surgeon-in-Chief Michael Caty, M.D., accepts a donation from the Roland family.
This is the second year they have hosted an event to honor the staff at Women & Children�s 
Hospital of Buffalo.

Kids caring about kids
Kids throughout Western New York show their concern for patients at Women 
& Children�s Hospital of Buffalo � time and time again. They give of themselves by 
volunteering, bringing gifts and offering words of encouragement. We salute the 
hundreds of youngsters and teens who, through their noble deeds, provide comfort 

and hope to our kids throughout the year. l
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Pictured: Avi Albert raised a special gift 
bene�tting The Women & Children�s 
Hospital of Buffalo Foundation through 
his own bake sale.

Pictured: Holly Norris sold beaded animals 
to raise money for the kids.

Pictured: Starbucks and Transit Middle School 
teamed up to collect toys for kids at WCHOB.

Pictured: Second graders at Charles Upson 
Elementary School sold bracelets to help 
other kids, raising over $250.

Pictured: Niagara University resident 
assistants �Dress for Dollars� to help kids.
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Pictured: Representatives from Child Life 
and Administration accept a donation 
from Ford UAW Local 897 in support of the 
family meal program. More than $3,500 
was donated in 2005.

Pictured: Members of the Lippes family 
present the annual Sandra F. Lippes 
Nursing Scholarship to Surgical Services 
Director Paula Williams.

Pictured: Ralph Avolio of Of�ce Depot visits 
the Hospital in honor of the annual �back 
pack� donation program.

Pictured: Friends from Sears Portrait Studios 
present Michael Leonard, M.D., with a 
$2,000 donation representing proceeds of 
the �rst annual �Babies on the Boulevard� 
Photogenic Baby Contest

Pictured: Mr. & Mrs. Frank Sclafani continue 
a long family history of providing for those 
less fortunate and help patients at Women 
& Children�s Hospital at the same time by 
hosting the annual St. Joseph�s Day Table in 
their restaurant, Frank�s Sunny Italy 

Pictured: Dave Peters made history recently 
by completing the most push-ups in one 
minute. This new Guinness Book of World 
Records holder made it a bene�t for the 
patients at Women & Children�s Hospital

Pictured: Dr. Bradley Fuhrman accepted a 
check for $8500 from the Witkowski family. 
Sara Witkowski, whose son Bret underwent 
successful surgery last May, organized the 
fund-raiser.

Pictured: WCHOB President Cheryl Klass 
and Chief of Emergency Medicine Theodore 
I. Putnam, M.D., accept a donation from the 
Jam Golf Tournament.

Around & about
Individual commitment to a group 
effort � that is what makes a team 
work, a company work, a society work, 

a civilization work. l

- Vince Lombardi

Pictured: As part of Customer Appreciation 
Week, the folks at Medina�s Vision 2000 
Salon raised over $800 for the hospital.

Come grow with us...

Pictured:
Representatives from 
Praxair took family-
centered care to the 
next level by equipping 
parent/family lounges 
with microwaves, 
coffee makers and 
refrigerators, an added 
comfort for the patients 
and their families � any 
time of the day or night.
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Pictured: Eckerd Store #5029 was #1 in 
balloon sales, raising more than $1,700.

Pictured: Staff and families of Entercom gather together to celebrate 
pledges of more than $403,000 during the KISS Cares for Kids Radiothon 
in Feburary 2005. The 2006 Radithon is scheduled February 9-12.

Pictured: First annual Rite Aid Kids Golf 
Tournament was held at Transit Valley 
Country Club.

Pictured: For the seventh year in a row, 
Rite Aid store #758 received top honors 
selling more than 4,000 balloons.

Pictured: Organizers Mike Rossi and Ron 
Filighera host the 8th Annual CMN Golf 
Challenge sponsored by Eckerd.

Pictured: Carmike Cinema representatives 
in Olean kick off their balloon campaign.

Impacting children�s lives�
ONE DOLLAR AT A TIME
Children�s Miracle Network (CMN) � an alliance of premier 
hospitals for children � is a non-pro�t organization dedicated 
to saving and improving the lives of children by raising funds for 
pediatric hospitals across North America, including our own 
Women & Children�s Hospital of Buffalo.

Each year nearly 20 million children who suffer from injury, illness 
and other disorders in 170 CMN member hospitals across the US 
and Canada receive the �nest medical care, life-saving research 
and preventative education because CMN sponsors host radiothons, 
golf tournaments, auctions and more to fund them.

In 2004 alone our local CMN sponsors raised a record $750,000 �
an exciting milestone that impacts the lives of children throughout 
Western New York � one dollar at a time. In 2005, CMN sponsors 
continued their incredible work on behalf of children, starting with 

Wal-Mart�s record gift of $250,000 to the hospital. l

Pictured: WCHOB President Cheryl Klass 
and WCHOB Foundation Chair Cash 
Cunningham with Wal-Mart district 
managers Kate Mora and Rick Fisher.
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Kick for Life 2006
January 21, 2006
Master Khechen Tae Kwon Do
Buffalo State Sports Arena

Children’s Miracle  
Network Radio-thon
February 9, 10, 11, 12, 2006
Presented by WKSE 98.5 & Entercom
WCHOB Fisher-Price Family Center

Ensuring our Future
March (Gulf Coast) 2006
March (East Coast) 2006
Locations and dates to be announced
Martha Tenny Williams Society Reception
Florida Reception 

Annual Celebrity Server/ 
Restaurant Rally
March 2006
Park Lane

Magnolia TWIG Comedy Night 
March 4, 2006
Location TBA

Variety Club Telethon
March 5, 2006
Millennium Hotel

Lilac TWIG Spring Fling 
March 2006
Brookfield Country Club

American Girl Fashion Show
Saturday, March 11, 2006
Sunday, March 12, 2006
Samuel’s Grande Manor

WCHOB Women’s Board  
Annual Meeting
May 2006

Burt P. Flickinger, Jr. Awards Luncheon
May 4, 2006
Salvatore’s Italian Gardens

TWIGS Annual Meeting 
May 2006

Josephine Goodyear Committee/  
Spring Luncheon
May 2006

Master Chong’s Annual Health Kick
May 2006
Buffalo State Sports Arena

Ninth Annual Eckerd’s Golf Classic
May 2006
Fox Valley Country Club

Rite Aid Kids Golf Tournament
May 2006

Kaleida Classic Golf Tournament
June 2006
Location TBA

Women & Children’s Hospital  
of Buffalo Auction
June 25, 2006
Park Country Club

Women & Children’s Hospital  
of Buffalo 26th Annual  
Pro-Am Golf Tournament
June 26, 2006
Park Country Club

Visit our web site at foundation.wchob.org


